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Within the scope of the “Customs Union for SMEs” Project, we interviewed Mr. Enver 

Öztürkmen who is representing the Textile Sector. Mr. Enver Öztürkmen is the President of 

Güneydoğu Sanayi ve İş Dünyası Federasyonu (GÜNSİFED), an NGO that brings business 

people from the Southeast Region of Turkey together.  

We asked Mr. Enver Öztürkmen; 

 what the main problems are within the current Customs Union agreement for the 

Textile Sector, 

 if there were any bottlenecks in the Textile Sector resulting from the lack of 

modernization of the Customs Union, 

 what they expect from the modernization of the Customs Union, 

 if he had any suggestions on how to benefit from this process and increase the 

competitiveness of SMEs. 

Below, we present Mr. Enver Öztürkmen’s response: 

“For businesses in Gaziantep, whether they be in the textile sector or any other sector in the 

region, most of the exported goods go to Middle East because our geographical location 

enables us to have good trade relations with neighbouring countries. However, Gaziantep is 

one of the fastest growing cities of Turkey and as a culture, gastronomy and trade center 

located on the Silk Road, Gaziantep has become a trade bridge between the West and the 

East. It is the 6th biggest exporting city in Turkey with around $8 billion export value to 

189 countries and it has an even greater potential.  

Most of the companies are family businesses and SMEs. The modernization of the 

Customs Union could increase the competitiveness and promote e-trade, digitalization, 

registered work force, knowledge and experience sharing, etc. We have the labour, we 

have the raw material but we also need a vision, and idea about how to use this material 

and we should learn to produce common mind. Customs Union could set guidelines for our 

sector and businesses on how to improve businesses. 

We support the modernization of Customs Union not only for trade purposes but also in 

order to take a step closer to the EU. The relations between the two parties have had its ups 

and downs mostly for political reasons, the accession of Turkey has not been on the agenda 

of neither of the parties, the EU has moved away from its intentions of having good 



relations with Turkey as much as Turkey, etc. On the other hand, the modernization of the 

Customs Union can ignite the good relations, or at least the intention to have good 

relations, and it can give a fresh impetus to both sides.  

Visa liberalization is a very important yet still awaiting issue the Turkish citizens have been 

promised, the tariffs and quota restrictions need to be revized and non-tariff barriers 

should be eliminated. The FTAs the EU signs with 3rd countries most of the time works for 

the disadvantage of us and regarding that the EU should include Turkey in these FTAs it 

signs.”  

 


