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Within the scope of the “Customs Union for SMEs” Project, we interviewed Mr. Yusuf Yılmaz 

who is representing the Machine Manufacturing Sector. Mr. Yılmaz is the General Manager 

of Onfiltre, President of Akdeniz Tüccar ve Sanayici İş Adamları Derneği (ATSİAD) and board 

member of İskenderun Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  

ONFİL Filter has important value between leading Manufacturer Companies in Turkey. The 

company started its production activities in Iskenderun in 1996. Its main products are Oil, 

Fuel, Cabin, Hydraulic and Air Filters for heavy equipments, trucks, passenger cars, 

earthmoving and agricultural applications. It exports its products around 35 countries in 

worldwide and has 30 domestic dealers in Turkey. 

 

We asked Mr. Yusuf Yılmaz; 

 what the main problems are within the current Customs Union agreement for the 

Machine Manufacturing Sector, 

 if there were any bottlenecks in the Machine Manufacturing Sector resulting from 

the lack of modernization of the Customs Union, 

 what they expect from the modernization of the Customs Union, 

 if he had any suggestions on how to benefit from this process and increase the 

competitiveness of SMEs. 

Below, we present Mr. Yusuf Yılmaz’s response: 

“SMEs are dominant in our sector, hence any regulation that would benefit the sector would 

benefit the SMEs. Visa liberalization is one of the problems that comes to mind regarding 

the CU. Travelling to EU countries cost a lot and visa procedures take a long time which 

results in inefficiency.  

For SMEs, knowledge-sharing and capacity building are important. There should be 

specific chapter for SMEs where such issues are addressed. They lack market knowledge, 

struggle accessing trade regulations’ information and high technology, they lack qualified 

labour, etc. We need capacity building practices for SMEs to increase their 

competitiveness.  



Service sector should be included in the modernized CU, because today when you sell an 

industrial product you also sell its service, such as the installment and maintenance of that 

product. You can no longer separate the service sector from machine manufacturing 

sector. 

The FTAs the EU signs with 3rd countries also affects our business negatively and we expect 

that Turkey has its seat when these agreements are talked and signed. The CU entered 

into force 25 years ago and unfortunately we cannot expect it to meet the needs and 

demands of the business world. An updated CU agreement could strengthen both the 

economic and the political relations.” 

 

 


