
Study visit report_FIPRA Slovakia 
 

FIPRA Slovakia is a leading public affairs and government relations consultancy that helps clients solve their 

problems, achieve their goals and protect their interests with tailor-made, creative and effective public affairs 

strategies. Building on almost three decades of experience in government relations, public policy and strategic 

consulting, FIPRA Slovakia is the only agency in Slovakia focusing exclusively on public affairs. 

With its knowledge of local political and business environment, FIPRA Slovakia often acts as the first 

point of contact for international investors entering Slovak market in regulated sectors of economy. 

Company is member of global network of public affairs advisors FIPRA, which covers EU policies in 

Brussels and local regulatory environments in more than 50 countries worldwide. Given its close 

contacts with both Brussels and Bratislava, FIPRA Slovakia has got a thorough knowledge about impact 

of EU legislation on local business environment 

TÜRKONFED’s delegation introduced its main activities and role in relation to Turkish SMEs. It has 

also presented current challenges faced by SMEs in Turkey in various sectors as well as impact 

modernized Customs Union could have on Turkish businesses. 

FIPRA Slovakia presented TÜRKONFED with legislative process in Slovakia and interaction between 

EU-level and national legislation. Although there are discussions about it, it is generally believed that 

70-80% of legislation adopted in national parliaments of EU Member States actually 

comes from Brussels. Even though it is difficult to set a specific number, without any doubts, Slovak 

businesses are hugely affected by legislation co-created in Brussels. In this setting, it is 

therefore more than before important to effectively voice Slovakia’s opinions in the EU. 

Businesses and especially SMEs should be aware of it and have access to channels on 

national level that can subsequently defend their opinions on EU-level. For instance, National 

Union of Employers (RUZ) acts as umbrella organization in Slovakia for several national business 

federations, and it is member of Business Europe, representing business interests in Brussels. 

Many businesses perceive the EU-legislation negatively, considering it as bureaucratic and 

burdensome imposing numerous new duties, but, on the other hand, it creates unified 

conditions for every company on the EU Single Market. Nevertheless, what often creates 

problem for businesses in Slovakia in relation to EU directives is the phenomenon of 

“gold-plating”, which simply means that national law transposing EU directive adds additional duties 

and requirements that were not part of original EU legislation. Slovak public sector is aware of this 

problem and therefore every new regulation is subject to Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA). RIA 

analyses inter alia impact on business environment and specifically on SMEs, where gold-

plating is one of the aspects looked at. 

TÜRKONFED talked to FIPRA Slovakia also about Customs Union modernization. Low levels of 

internationalization of Slovak SMEs could pose a challenge in case of further opening of 

markets - business surveys in Slovakia showed that more than 44% of SMEs has not exported and 

almost 40% did not even consider exporting. However, given the large degree of openness of Slovak 

economy and its dependence on foreign trade, modernized Customs Union between the EU and 

Turkey could benefit Slovak economy in the future. 


